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Are You Willing 
to be a Ferment? 

I t is very thrilling, but also very sobering, to realize that 
God is moving by His Spirit in this very day in which we 
j^live to REVEAL unto His servants that which is shortly 
to come to pass. Truly the Lord is FAITHFUL in that which 
He has promised. For, we read in Amos 3:7: 

“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His 
secret unto His servants the prophets. ” 

Dare we believe that this Scripture is TRUE? Is God reveal¬ 
ing Himself and His plan? Judge for yourself as you read the 
following messages. Surely God’s unfolding purpose for the 
consummation of this age is being made known to us more 
clearly as we are able to receive it. 

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those 
things which are REVEALED belong unto us and to our chil¬ 
dren forever....” 

Deuteronomy 29:29 

Are you willing to be a ferment of righteousness in these 
last days? According to the dictionary, a “ferment” is any sub¬ 
stance whose presence in another body produces the peculiar ef¬ 
fervescence and decomposition called fermentation; commo¬ 
tion; heat; tumult; agitation. Fermentation is a chemical pro¬ 
cess which causes decomposition or conversion of an organic 
substance into new compounds in the presence of a ferment, 
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generally indicated by a sensible internal motion, the develop¬ 
ment of heat, and the liberation of bubbles of gas; in com¬ 
mon language, the process by which grape juice is converted 
into wine. 

Jesus said, “No man putteth new urine into old bottles (wine¬ 
skins)” (Mk. 2:22). This is because the “fermenting” action of 
the new wine is too much for the already stretched and “rigid” 
condition of the old wine skin. New wine is that which is still 
in the process of fermentation, not having yet become a “ma¬ 
ture” wine. From one perspective new wine is a type of NEW 
TRUTH. A called-out remnant is being prepared as a NEW 
vessel or wineskin to receive the TRUTHS and WORKINGS 
OF THE SPIRIT too potent for the average Christian and 
church group. Each one must become a NEW VESSEL unto 
the Lord, completely flexible to what the Lord wants to reveal 
TO us or to do IN us. 

What happens when the Lord begins to reveal new truth 
to you? It begins a process of “fermentation” within you. It 
disrupts ideas or concepts that you had previously held to. 
Like leaven, it is a “substance” within, which produces an ef¬ 
fervescence and decomposition (of the old), breaking down, 
restructuring and elevating, readying for His Spirit-FIRE to do 
the final work. This “work” continues until that truth has 
become “mature” in us. Like “mature” wine it is then incor¬ 
ruptible, purifying and lasting. New wine will either ferment 
properly and become a mature wine, or it will sour and turn 
to vinegar. So with new truth in us; it will either do its proper 
fermentation in us and MATURE us or it will turn us SOUR, 
depending on our readiness or lack of it. Most of us are SLOW 
to receive that which is new to us. It takes TIME for the new 
truth to do its “work” and to finally “mature” in us. In the 
meantime we may experience a lot of “fermenting” action 
within. 

And now let me make a few comments on the “firstfruits.” 
Remember that according to the Bible PATTERN, the first- 
fruits were that part of the harvest which ripened first and 
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preceded the main harvest. The “firstfruits” are divided 
into two groupings: (1) the “firstfruits” which shall be taken 
out preceding the main harvest, and (2) the first ripe of 
the Lord’s harvest which shall be left in the earth to act as a 
ferment of righteousness and truth till all lumps are fully pre¬ 
pared during the main harvest. 

Again when we go to the Bible PATTERN we find that 
the “firstfruits” were especially dedicated to God and as they 
were faithfully presented to Him, it was the guarantee of the 
rest of the harvest. In Leviticus 23:10-12 we find instruc¬ 
tions for a “sheaf’ of the firstfruits to be represented to the 
Lord in a special ceremony at the Passover season at the 
beginning of the barley harvest. In this special presenta¬ 
tion they did not pluck out alloi the first ripe grain, but only 
a “sheaf’ OF the firstfruits (Lev. 23:10) which was “cut OUT” 
of the harvest field and BROUGHT TO THE PRIEST to be 
“waved” before the Lord. Josephus, the great Jewish histo¬ 
rian, says that this sheaf was of barley, and that until this 
ceremony had been performed, no harvest work was to be 
done. 

I personally believe this “wave sheaf’ is the “manchild” 
of Revelation 12:5 which is “caught up” to the Throne of 
God preceding the V/z years of “wilderness” Tribulation. It is 
also represented by the 144,000 of Revelation 14:1-5 who 
are described as “the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. ” 
There is a very special reason why this “sheaf’ of the first- 
fruits is taken out (translated and given glorified bodies) 
BEFORE the Tribulation. Having received their glorified 
bodies, we can see how they could perform such “messen¬ 
ger service” just as our Lord did after He was raised from 
the dead as He continued to appear and speak to the Dis¬ 
ciples in His glorified body for a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3). 
Revelation 12:6 says that this “firstfruits manchild” shall “feed” 
the church in the wilderness. 

In contrast to the “firstfruits” to be taken out, note the 
“first-ripe” of His harvest which shall be left in the earth to act 
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as a ferment of righteousness and truth till ail lumps are fully 
prepared...for there shall be three lumps prepared. These 
three lumps are to be brought forth to final fruition during 
the 3V2 year Tribulation period which is the time of the 
final great harvest of human souls upon the earth. The 
“firstfruits remnant” which God is now calling and prepar¬ 
ing (with the exception of the “sheaf’ to be taken out) WILL 
BECOME the “ferment” left in the earth to do the work. 
Even now a measure of this work is being done, and we must 
be willing to become a “fermenting-effervescing” (bubbling, 
lively and sometimes even agitating) substance within the 
larger body of Christendom; not by some “fleshly” methods, 
but by the power of the Word of God and the working of 
His Spirit. 

We are to be like the woman in the parable recorded in 
Matthew 13:33 who took and hid leaven (ferment) in three 
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. The leaven 
in this instance represents the truth which becomes the “fer¬ 
ment” to do the work. And as a woman who desires to see 
come forth from the oven the fullness of that which she has 
kneaded and prepared, so will God give His people the de¬ 
sire and the means to be a ferment among His people, to bring 
forth three lumps in these last days. The final and com¬ 
plete fulfillment will be by the “woman in the wilderness” 
of Revelation 12:6 AFTER the “manchild” is caught up to 
the Throne of God. The woman is protected “from the face 
of the serpent” (Rev. 12:14) during the Tribulation time, that 
she might accomplish her work and be a “leavening” influ¬ 
ence. 

In the parable in Matthew 13:33, the woman “leavens” 
three measures. The “lumps” would represent the “measures” 
of meal AFTER the leaven of the Word of Truth and the 
fire of God’s Spirit had done the necessary work. The three 
“lumps” to be brought forth in these last days represent the 
30, 60 and 100-fold groupings of Christians. The 100-fold 
shall be “joint-heirs” with Christ to “rule and reign” within 
the glories of the celestial (heavenly) kingdom, and over 
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the earth. As the firstfruits which were taken beforehand 
(xhe first o{ the 100-fo!d group), so will they be taken in that 
day to be unto the Lord a helpmeet in the Heavenlies as He 
seeks to conform all things to His own realm.... 

The 60-fold is the second lump which shall see the Lord’s 
glory, but shall not enter into the glories of the celestial king¬ 
dom. It will be their lot to enter that which is earthly in 
fullness of physical stature and perfection - deathless life or 
immortality in physical (terrestrial) bodies instead of glorified 
(celestial) bodies (ICor. 15:40). 

The 30-fold is the lump of ‘third class’ citizens who will be 
cast out (into Tribulation conditions) because of their folly 
and will have to endure much hardship and suffering, for 
“there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ” They will partake 
of the scourge and not receive the completeness of protection 
in that day. I believe, however, that if they “endure” in faith 
to the end of the Tribulation period (Matt. 13:13), God will 
save or preserve their lives from the vials of His wrath, and 
they, along with the 60-fold, will inherit the earthly phase of 
the Kingdom. But, unlike the 60-fold, they will not be imme¬ 
diate candidates for immortality for their physical bodies, but 
will have to first prove themselves and move up to 60-fold 
status before their change can come. I believe that some time 
after the Millennium (1000 years of peace) those who are 
living in immortal physical bodies will be translated and re¬ 
ceive their glorified bodies, for it is not God’s purpose for any 
of His children to remain “clodhoppers” and earthbound for¬ 
ever. All (30-60-100-fold) shall be partakers. The difference is 
in TIME and in REALM of GLORY. All will eventually be 
released from the earthly and put on the celestial and heav¬ 
enly glory in God’s time; each to enter that REALM God has 
chosen for them. 

Many things have come upon the land of America, and 
what we have seen is just the beginning of the judgmental 
“woes” that are coming. I will not presume to be able at this 
point to forecast all that the Lord has in mind. But perhaps 
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developments in the Mid-East are more ominous for our 
nation than most realize. 

There have been at least two wars between the Jews and 
Arabs (1967 and 1973). Suddenly the Arabs awoke to the fact 
that they have the power to cut the jugular vein of the West 
in their great OIL reserves which the Western nations (in¬ 
cluding America) need. Leaders of Western nations have 
warned of the great economic PERIL which the nations of 
the West are threatened with as the Arabs have chosen to 
use their oil weapon with astronomically increased prices. 
It takes little imagination to see how the Arabs will increas¬ 
ingly try' to BLACRmail the West into accepting their posi¬ 
tion against Israel. And without doubt the greatest “con¬ 
sternation” and “PERIL” are going to come to our nation 
out of the EAST when the final show'down comes in the 
Mid-East. I do not believe that America will abandon Israel 
to the destruction of Arab countries. 

I would like to make a few final comments on the thought 
that not all Christians will receive the same degree of protec¬ 
tion in the Tribulation days ahead; neither will all Christians 
enter into the same degree of glory and reward in the coming 
Kingdom, Multitudes of Christians have been lulled into com¬ 
placency by the sleep-inducing dogma that all Christians will 
be raptured before any Great Tribulation falls upon the world. 
I won’t take the time here to dispel the darkness of such un- 
Scriptura! teaching, but simply state that the vast majority of 
Christians will go through the Great Tribulation. Since this is 
true, it becomes of paramount importance that we let the 
Lord PREPARE us for the coming days of trouble. 

The need to prepare is clearly given byjesus in Luke 12:35- 
48. Read the whole passage and note that Jesus is dealing 
with conditions related to His Second Coming. It is very clear 
that servants of His who get careless and are not making them¬ 
selves ready will have different treatment than those who are 
keeping themselves in tune with the Lord and doing His will. 
Verse 47 states emphatically that the servant who knew the 
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Lord’s will but did not PREPARE himself, shall be “beaten” 
with many stripes. Remember, the whole passage deals with 
end-time conditions, and the “many stripes” are without doubt 
a symbolic description of the buffeting trials and circumstances 
of the Tribulation without the completeness of the Lord’s pro¬ 
tection. Fewer stripes will be given those who had less un¬ 
derstanding of the Lord’s will, but they will STILL receive 
“stripes” in the Tribulation conditions (vs. 48). I believe it 
will be primarily the 30-fold who will receive these more 
severe dealings of God rather than the 60 or 100-fold. 

In Revelation 11:1-2 we read that John was given a reed 
like unto a rod to measure the Temple and those that wor¬ 
ship therein. The “temple” would refer to the Holy Place 
and the Holy of Holies, which typify the 60 and 100-fold 
Christians respectively. But John was told not to measure 
the Outer Court, for it would be given to the Gentiles to be 
trodden down for 42 months (the Tribulation period). The 
Outer Court would typify the 30-fold Christian who is too 
far removed (spiritually) from what the Lord is doing to be 
measured by the rod (Word of God) and counted among 
those who will receive the completeness of His protection. 
The “treading down” by the Gentiles would symbolically cor¬ 
respond to the “many stripes” of Luke 12:47. 

Further indications of Christians to be “chastised” by 
Tribulation conditions are found in Revelation 2:22 and 3:16. 
I won’t take time to explain in detail now, but in each of 
the last 4 of the letters to the 7 churches of Asia, is a refer¬ 
ence to either the coming of the Lord or to the Great Tribu¬ 
lation. This indicates that what arose within the Church 
during the historical periods represented by these churches 
continues to the end. In this end-time, every Christian will 
be partaking of or experiencing the spiritual conditions sym¬ 
bolically pictured in one of these churches: either the spiri¬ 
tual “idolatry” and “fornication” of the Thyatira church, the 
“deadness” of the Sardis church, the faithfulness, purity and 
power of the Philadelphia church, or the pride, compla¬ 
cency and lukewarmness of the Laodicean church. 
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Look at Revelation 2:21-23, where Jesus commands those 
of Thyatira to repent or He will “cast them into great tribu¬ 
lation” (to receive “many stripes” or even to be killed by the 
Tribulation conditions). Lest some think He is not talking 
about Christians here, He declares in verse 23 that He will 
do these things that “all the churches shall know that I am He 
which searches the reins and hearts; and I will give unto every¬ 
one of you according to your works. ” In other words, He is not 
dealing with the question of eternal salvation, but of works 
(obedience or lack of it) and the necessity of “chastening” 
through Tribulation conditions, because of unwillingness 
to repent. In the letter to the lukewarm Laodicean church, 
Jesus emphasized this with these words: 


“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous there¬ 
fore and repent ” 


Revelation 3:19 


Remember, He is talking to the church and not to the world. 

To the same Laodicean church He declares: 

“Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of My mouth. ” 

Revelation 3:16 


Spue them out where? No doubt, into the Great Tribulation 
to receive the necessary “stripes,” even as those in the Outer 
Court of Revelation 11:2 are “cast out” (marginal reading) to 
be “trodden down.” In light of these facts, it is no wonder 
that when teaching about His Second Coming and the re¬ 
lated events in the world, Jesus admonished many times of 
the importance of “watching” and of being prepared. 
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A Remnant Prepared 

L et’s take a look at the principle of the “remnant” in 
the Bible. The word “remnant” simply means a 
part of the whole, literally the remainder, a few in 
comparison to the whole. When God was telling Isaiah of the 
judgment coming on Israel because of their sins, Isaiah asked 
the Lord “how long?” The answer came back: 

“Then said I, Lord, how long? And He answered, Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without 
man, and the land be utterly desolate, and the LORD have 
removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the 
midst of the land. But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose 
substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy 
seed shall be the substance thereof. ” 

Isaiah 6:11-13 

God assured Isaiah that though most of the people would 
forsake Him and be destroyed or led away captive in judg¬ 
ment, that yet in the land there would be “a tenth” of the 
people who would return to the Lord, and it would be as a 
“holy seed” or remnant, and God would consider this rem¬ 
nant as the “substance” of the whole through which He could 
continue to work out His purpose in His chosen people. We 
read in Isaiah 10:20-22: 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of 
Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no 
more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon 
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the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in tru th. The remnant shall 
return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For 
though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant 
of them shall return....” 

This principle is repeated again and again in the Scrip¬ 
tures. No matter how far most of His people strayed from 
Him, God always had His faithful remnant. God even told 
Isaiah to name one of his sons, “Shearjashub,” which means 
“a remnant shall return” (Isa. 7:3), and this was to be a SIGN 
to him and to the people. During the years that Isaiah proph¬ 
esied, a righteous king arose by the name of Hezekiah, and 
during his reign, under the tutorship of the great Prophet, 
Isaiah, a remnant of the people did return wholeheartedly to 
the Lord, and as a result one of the greatest spiritual awaken¬ 
ings and revivals recorded in the Scriptures took place. You 
can read about it in II Chronicles, chapters 29-33. But Isaiah’s 
son’s name had even a more far-reaching significance, for 
after Hezekiah’s righteous reign, the people of God went into 
their final decline and apostasy, leading to their captivity by 
the Babylonians. But God gave the sign that eventually (after 
70 years) a remnant of the captive Jews would return tojerusa- 
lem and rebuild the Temple and city' and prepare for the com¬ 
ing Messiah. 

The remnant principle was repeated when the time ap¬ 
proached for the Messiah to arrive. Only a small spiritual 
remnant was eagerly anticipating and preparing their hearts 
for His coming, such as Anna the Prophetess (Lk. 2:36), and 
Simeon, a devout man (Lk. 2:25-35). Others were prepared by 
the ministry ofjohn the Baptist, and then responded to Jesus’ 
call to follow Him. But though multitudes heard Him teach 
and crowded Him because of His miracle working power, John 
6:66-68 shows that most were willing to follow Him only so far 
and then turned away; only a remnant wanted to give them¬ 
selves totally to Him, and become instruments of God’s pur¬ 
pose in the nation. 

By the time Jesus’ ministry had ended, and His death and 
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resurrection had taken place, a small remnant of 120 had 
sufficiently committed themselves to gather in the upper room 
in obedience to Jesus’ command to wait for the promise of 
the Father. Paul refers to such faithful ones in Romans 11:5 as 
“a remnant according to the election of grace. ” He then goes on 
to say that “Israel hath not obtained that which he seekethfor; but 
the election obtained it, and the rest were blinded” (Rom. 11:7). 
But look what was accomplished after the Holy Spirit was 
poured out on that waiting remnant. A great harvest of souls 
was brought forth unto God, beginning with the Jews and 
then reaching unto the Gentiles, as is vividly portrayed in the 
Book of Acts. 

Can we not see that the Lord is again preparing to fully 
pour out of His Spirit on a prepared remnant in a second 
Pentecost, or “latter rain”? God is moving by His Spirit now, 
to be sure, but this is only a foretaste and forerunner of that 
which is to come. We are presently seeing the restoration of 
the early rain, with a few preliminary drops of the latter rain, 
as a means of gathering, teaching, and disciplining God’s world¬ 
wide remnant in preparation for the great harvest time to 
come. God is raising up local bodies of believers in these 
times of refreshing and restoration which are coming into 
submission to the Headship of Christ, and in submission to 
one another as members of the Body of Christ; and who are 
seeking to be disciplined in the ways of God, to function in 
His divine order in unity and love. Many thousands through¬ 
out the world are feeling the effects of this present move of 
the Spirit and are responding to the call of the Master to take 
up their crosses and follow Him all the way. But still this is 
but a “remnant” in comparison to the vast multitudes of nomi¬ 
nal, lukewarm Christendom. However, the Lord must call 
and prepare this totally committed remnant before the great 
and mighty outpouring and harvest can come. 

It would take a volume to show how God has worked down 
through history through chosen remnants, but this is not the 
time or place for such a study. A couple of illustrations will 
suffice to further demonstrate this principle in the Old Tcsta- 


15 



n p 

Prepare ye the Way of the Lord 

ment. Elijah prophesied during a time of great wickedness 
and apostasy when the weak king Ahab was on the throne 
and his foreign wife Jezebel was destroying all the true proph¬ 
ets and demanding the worship of Baal. Elijah felt he alone 
was being true to God when God spoke to him and said, 

“I have left Me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 

which have not bowed unto Baal.” 

I Kings 19:18 

Yes, God had His faithful remnant in the midst of all that 
wickedness. 

We could show in much detail the time of crisis in the days 
of Gideon, when judgment was coming upon God’s people 
from the Midianites and Amalekites (see Judg. 6&7). When 
the people cried unto Him, God wrought a great deliverance 
through Gideon and his 300 men. This small company was 
the “remnant” - that which remained devoted and faithful - 
willing to be prepared, after almost 32,000 had turned back 
from the battle. 

As a final illustration, take the example of Joseph, the “rem¬ 
nant” of the sons ofjacob; he who ended up in Egypt because 
of betrayal by his brothers. Yet he was willing to trust God, 
and through great testings and disciplines, he was prepared to 
be used as the instrument which saved the lives of his breth¬ 
ren and broughtforth a great deliverance (Gen. 45:5-7). Surely, 
Joseph is a type of that remnant that God is preparing in this 
day. 

What portion of His people in terms of numbers God con¬ 
siders as sufficient as His “remnant” and which He sees as the 
“substance” of the whole through which He can work, we 
cannot say for sure. This would vary in any given situation, as 
we have seen in the examples given: 7,000 were mentioned in 
Elijah’s day, Gideon’s 300 were sufficient in his day, and one 
man - Joseph - became the means of God’s deliverance for 
the house of Israel in his day; but of course, he was a type of a 
remnant company or group which God is preparing, so his 
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life is symbolic. But all through the Scriptures, the one por¬ 
tion which God declares is always HIS in a special way is the 
holy TENTH. We cannot limit God, and we have noted how 
His remnant is often less than a tenth. But looking again at 
the Scripture with which we began, we note these words: “and 
there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. But yet in it shall 
be a tenth, and it shall RETURN ” (Isa. 6:12-13). Onewondersif 
in the day in which we live, as God is preparing for a great 
outpouring of His Spirit and a great harvest, that He is wait¬ 
ing for ONE-TENTH of those who call themselves Christians 
to FULLY RETURN their whole lives over to Him in complete 
dedication and without reservation, making Him Lord of ALL. 

To illustrate the principle of the holy tenth in relation to 
the remnant principle, let’s take a look at a significant inci¬ 
dent that took place in Jesus’ ministry as recorded in Luke 
17:11-19. The cleansing of the ten lepers in this narrative 
took place while Jesus was on His /as^journey to Jerusalem. In 
17:11 we read: 

“And it came to pass, as He went to Jerusalem , that He 
passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. ” 

His going to Jerusalem for the LAST time, the city of the 
great King, the center of Israel’s government, where the mul¬ 
titudes hailed Him and shouted His kingship, is a TYPE of His 
return to this earth when He shall take up His power to reign. 

On His way to Jerusalem, it says He passed through the 
midst of Samaria and Galilee. “Samaria” comes from a He¬ 
brew word which means a “watchtower.” I will not take the 
time to demonstrate this truth from other Scriptures, yet 
“Samaria” becomes a type of the Heaven-world, which is 
the “high watchtower” over the earth. “Galilee” is derived 
from the fairly circular or heart-shaped sea by that name; 
thus its meaning is that of a circle or ring, and is a type of 
the “circle” or circuitous area of the whole earth. The state¬ 
ment that Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and 
Galilee, together with the fact that it w r as his LAST journey 
sets the stage for a prophetic picture of the LAST days of 
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our age. We shall see more clearly the significance of this 
shortly. 

While passing along the border of Samaria and Galilee, 
Jesus meets ten lepers. All were cleansed by Him. Ten is the 
number of the Gentiles, and leprosy is a type of sin. Thus we 
see the symbolic picture of the vast numbers of the Gentiles who 
have and are being cleansed by the provision made by Jesus 
through His sacrifice for our sins. The fact that they were all 
cleansed, shows by type that they all represent saved people, 
made clean through the blood of Christ. But Luke 17:15 says, 

“And ONE of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back , and with a loud voice glorified God. And fell down on 
his face at His feet, giving Him thanks; and he was a Samari¬ 
tan. AndJesus said, ‘Were there not ten cleansed? But where 
are the nine ? There are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger. 

We need to see that there is a difference between being 
cleansed of our leprosy of sin through the blood of Christ, 
and letting our lives RETURN FULLY to Him to GLORIFY 
Him in everything, “falling down” at His feet to worship Him 
with our whole being. Only one out of ten was willing to do 
this. The rest of the “cleansed” went their own way without 
letting their lives fully glorify Him. 

We notice in Luke 17:11 that this miracle-drama took place 
as Jesus was “passing along between (or along the borders of) 
Samaria and Galilee” (NAS version). We saw that Samaria 
represents the heaven-world and Galilee the whole earth to 
which Jesus shall return. So the fulfillment of this prophetic 
miracle-drama was to take place in the end-time when the 
church would be on the BORDER between the end of this 
age and the coming of Christ - the overlapping of dispensa¬ 
tions. We might say that the prophetic picture shows that 
when Jesus passes through the heaven-world (Samaria) taking 
care of the final details of preparation for His return to this 
earth, giving instructions to the angelic hosts, etc., and His 
work is almost completed throughout the whole earth (Gali- 


18 



BookI 


lee), THEN it is time for the final fulfillment of this prophetic 
type of the leper’s return to glorifyJesus;just before the Lord’s 
return to this earth. 

Thus, before Christ returns to this earth, a chosen rem¬ 
nant must RETURN with their whole heart unto Him to GLO¬ 
RIFY Him in an end-time ministry of love and devotion. 
Whether this final remnant will be a literal ten percent of all 
Christians I do not know, but the principle of the “holy tenth” 
is there, and God is determined in His purpose that what truly 
belongs to Him in a special way, will become an instrument in 
His hand. 

Let’s look at this principle from a different perspective from 
a passage in Malachi 3:8-11. The Prophet rebukes the people 
because they have robbed God of His holy tenth; they had 
not given their tithes and offerings. In its primary application 
we can rightly apply this to their failure to give of their mate¬ 
rial substance to the Lord. But let’s look at it a different way, 
in light of that which I have been presenting - a people as a 
holy tenth. In Malachi 3:10, the Prophet states God’s promise 
that if He receives the tithes (tenth) that belong to Him, He 
will surely open 

“the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. ” 

Has not God promised to pour out of His Spirit (and a 
great blessing) on His church in these last days? Are we not 
waiting for the “latter rain” when God shall open the “win¬ 
dows” of heaven and send refreshing to His people as never 
before? Looking at the Scripture in Malachi from this per¬ 
spective, we can see how the promised outpouring is WAIT¬ 
ING on the TENTH to return unto God: a tenth of His people 
to fully give themselves to Him as His own “special portion” in 
this end-time. THEN He will open the windows of heaven 
and pour out the “latter rain” upon us. 

There’s a passage in Ezekiel that illustrates this same prin¬ 
ciple. God spoke through Ezekiel to the people of Israel con¬ 
cerning His purpose to bring them out of their scattered con- 
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dition and back to the promised land. But He would deal 
with them until a “remnant” would be willing to respond; 
the rest being left in their rebellious condition. We read in 
Ezekiel 20:33-38: 

“As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely ivith a mighty hand, 
and with a stretched out arm, and ivith fury poured out, will I 
rule over you: and I will bring you out from the people, and 
ivill gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, 
with a mighty hand, and ivith a stretched out arm, and with 
Jury poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the 
people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I 
pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, 
so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will cause 
you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of 
the covenant: and I will purge out from among you the rebels, 
and them that transgress against Me: 1 will bring them forth 
out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter 
into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. ” 

Notice the expression in the above passage, “I will cause 
you to pass under the rod. ” This is an allusion to the practice of 
numbering the animals as they passed under the shepherd’s 
rod or staff so that every TENTH one could be separated for 
the Lord, for His portion (the tithe), God’s instructions con¬ 
cerning this are given in Leviticus 27:32-33: 

“And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of 
whatsoeverpasseth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto 
the LORD. He shall not search whether it be good or bad, 
neither shall He change it: and if He change it at all, then both 
it and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed. ” 

Thus we can see that this pattern was used by Ezekiel to 
indicate God’s dealing with His people to bring a willing rem¬ 
nant back INTO the promised land (the fullness of their in¬ 
heritance), and the same pattern applies in God’s dealings 
with His people TODAY, that a prepared remnant might be 
brought into the fullness of their SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE, 
and as His special portion (the holy tenth). To “pass under 
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the rod” means that God is marking or selecting out those 
who are willing to fully give themselves to Him in this day. 

But we need to see further just what the ROD symbolizes. 
Without taking time to fully develop this thought, let me just 
simply state that I believe the “rod” represents God’s WORD. 
We can see this in Isaiah 11:4 where the Messiah is pictured as 
smiting the earth (the carnal nature) with the rod of His 
MOUTH. Moses did mighty signs with the rod or shepherd’s 
staff (see Ex. 4:1-5, 7:17-20, etc.). This speaks to us of God’s 
Word, which is the authority for performing His works. To 
“pass under the rod” means that God purposes to bring us un¬ 
der the RULE and AUTHORITY of His Word. The “rem¬ 
nant” that God is going to anoint with power must increas¬ 
ingly hear the admonition: “let the WORD of Christ dwell (taber¬ 
nacle) inyou richly in all wisdom” (Col. 3:16). We must be will¬ 
ing to hear and declare “ all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). 

“Passing under the rod” also speaks of God’s disciplines 
and corrections (even chastisements if necessary), that He 
might truly “rule over us” as the KING Who not only holds the 
royal sceptre (rod) of rulership over the earth, but is also 
preparing a people to share that ruling sceptre with Him (Rev. 
1:5,5:10). 

Finally, “passing under the rod” speaks of His providential 
care and protection for those who are fully trusting Him, for 
we know that the promised experience of the Psalmist is also 
ours: “yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy ROD and Thy STAFF 
they comfort me” (Ps. 23:4). This is the “heritage” of the Lord’s 
chosen. 
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A Warning and an 
Encouragement 

I n 1973 the nation of Israel was on the way to another 
victory over the combined forces of the Arabs. Jewish 
troops which had forced their way deep into Syrian 
territory in the north, had broken through the Egyptian 
forces in the south, and were on the road to Cairo. Israel 
was forced into a compromise cease-fire, and then pressured 
to compromise further and surrender the fruits of battle, 
and that without any permanent peace settlement and as¬ 
surance of secure borders against Arab inroads and claims. 
Recent developments indicate that Israel will not be able to 
hold out much longer before submitting to further Arab 
demands (backed by the super-powers) to give up more of 
the territories taken in the 1973 war, or in the 1967 war. 

The significance of this is seen in that natural Israel is a 
type of spiritual Israel. God had given the church victory over 
her enemies through the vicarious work of Jesus Christ in His 
death and resurrection. And in these last days the church is 
increasingly going to experience the fruits of that victory 
through the increased outpouring of the Holy Spirit. But 
great pressure is going to be put upon the church to compro¬ 
mise with the Satanic forces working through the organized 
political, religious and economic systems, and through in¬ 
creased persecutions from various sources. Because natural 
Israel WILL compromise, she will find herself in great straits, 
and sorely tried unto almost complete destruction. Even so 
shall the same danger face the church. “Watch and pray” that 
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you may remain steadfast unto the end. 

Look at that which has transpired in the Middle East. 
For there the ancient people that God did choose, are in 
continual battle for their lives. We have seen them go from 
victory' to victory in one battle after another. This is a type 
and a pattern for God’s spiritual people. The natural is a 
type of the spiritual. And that which transpires in natural 
Israel is a type and a pattern for that which the Lord pur¬ 
poses in spiritual Israel. Even as natural Israel has defeated 
their enemies, so is this the pattern for the church in this 
last day. The Lord will have His people go from victory to 
victory. He will have them overcome all of their enemies. 
He will have them go in triumph into that which He pur¬ 
poses for them in this last day. And no one will be able to 
stand before them as they triumph in every situation that 
the Lord will put them in. 

But notice that there will be great pressures upon natu¬ 
ral Israel to compromise. There will be great pressure put 
upon Israel even from her so-called friends to compromise 
and to pull back and to give away the fruits of victory. Even 
so shall this same temptation come unto the church of the 
living God. Great pressure shall come upon the people of 
God in this last day, to compromise and to give away the 
fruits of their victory and to retrench before the enemy. If 
we will put all our trust in Him, and if we will stand steadfast 
in that which He purposes and in the power of God, we will 
not compromise, and we will not go down to defeat before 
our enemies. But if we do not hear the voice of God, and 
of truth and His righteousness, then we will be tempted to 
compromise, and even those who seem to be friends in the 
religious world will put pressure on believers to compro¬ 
mise saying, ‘you are going too far out in the things of God; 
you need to be more temperate in your ways; you need to 
come down to the earth in a more temperate realm.’ And 
great pressure will be put upon believers by those around 
them to turn back and not to go on into the things that the 
Lord has purposed for them. 
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But don’t turn back. Be strengthened in God. You may 
go into many things that will be awesome; they may be fear¬ 
ful unto you if you do not put your trust wholly in God. The 
consuming fire of God will be in the midst of His people 
and all flesh will bow before the Living God. God seeks to 
purge and to cleanse and refine the people that they may 
come up into that high and holy and noble place which He 
has purposed for them. Therefore be willing and you will 
know triumph and victory in God that you never dreamed 
was possible. But beware of compromise in this day, for 
surely natural Israel will compromise in a measure and they 
will find themselves returning some of the land which was 
given unto them by the fruits of victor)'. And through this 
compromise the disfavor of their God will be upon them, 
and they will find themselves cast down even unto death. 
They will seek and call upon the name of their God for 
survival, for their enemies will come upon them in great 
force. And were it not for the purpose of God, they could 
not survive. 

So will it also be unto the church in this day. Great per¬ 
secution will come upon the Church of the Living God. And 
many will fall back; many will compromise. Many will come 
down even unto defeat, even unto death, because they did 
not stand in the strength of their Crod. And many will come 
down to the point of calling upon their God for their very 
survival. But it will not be so for those who shall put their 
trust in the Living God and stand fast in the victory that He 
has won for them. You will find yourself going from one tri¬ 
umph unto another; from one joy unto another; one victory 
unto another. And you will see the full glory of God descend 
upon you in power. 
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Discerning Truth 

G od is moving by His Spirit to bring LIGHT and 
REVELATION from His Word as never before. 
Surely we are living in the time spoken of by 
Daniel the Prophet: 

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased. ” 

Daniel 12:4 

The “time of the end” of this age is upon us; therefore we 
are witnessing the “unsealing” of mysteries unknown to past 
generations, and “knowledge is increasing” both in the natu¬ 
ral and physical realms of man and in the realm of the spiri¬ 
tual things of God. 

This does not mean that we should be gullible and accept 
everything we hear and read, but rather weigh it with a dis¬ 
cerning mind seeking to “prove all things” and to “hold fast 
that which is good” (I Thess. 1:21 ). Above all, we should heed 
the admonition found in Isaiah 8:20: 

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them. ” 

The WORD OF GOD is always our standard. However, we 
must continually be willing to re-study and re-examine what 
we THINK the Bible teaches, realizing that MANY of our past 
concepts have been the result of our LIMITED capacity to 
understand, as well as the GROSSNESS of our hearts in not 
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being able to “look beyond” the VEIL to view the full GLORY 
of the Lord. As the Jews had a “veil” (of unbelief) on their 
hearts (ICor. 3:13-15) not being able to “LOOK” to the end of 
that which is abolished (the Old Covenant), so we have had a 
“veil” on our hearts not being able to fully “LOOK” to the 
end (consummation) of that which is now being fulfilled (the 
New Covenant). 

When Moses came down from the mount after spending 
40 days with God, he had to put a VEIL over his face be¬ 
cause the people were unable to view the shining “glory” of 
his face (Ex. 34:29-35). Thus has it been through many gen¬ 
erations. Christ has been speaking to men through His word, 
but MUCH HAS BEEN VEILED because of our inability to 
comprehend and receive. But NOW the “veil” is being lifted. 
More and more glorious light is coming forth from the Lord 
as He REVEALS (unveils) HIMSELF to us in these last days. 

God must deal with us as we ARE. Much depends upon 
our heart-WILLINGNESS to receive and OBEY truth. Jesus 
said, “If any man will do his will he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether l speak of Myself (Jn. 7:17). We 
must be willing to re-study and re-think all that we have ever 
believed. And if our hearts are TOO GROSS for us to admit 
that we have made mistakes and have been in error in many 
things AND CHANGE OUR THINKING AND ACTING AC¬ 
CORDINGLY, then the Lord will have to leave us where we 
are and continue to VEIL much of His truth to us. 

Another factor is heart-READINESS. The SOIL of our 
heart must be “broken up” and prepared to RECEIVE the 
“good seed” of His Word (Mk. 4:20-28). The Lord many 
times has to CONDITION us by experience before we are 
READY to receive more light and understanding. The 
Lord’s word to us is, “Break up the fallow ground...and cir¬ 
cumcise yourselves to the Lord” Jer. 4:3-4). As Jesus spoke to 
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, He perceived their 
lack of readiness to receive and spoke thus: “O FOOLS and 
SLOW OF HEART to believe ALL that the Prophets have spo- 
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ken” (Lk. 24:25). And thus has it been ever since; WE ARE 
FOOLS, and WE HAVE BEEN SO SLOW TO BELIEVE ALL. 
Do I hear a gasp? Too harsh, you say! Are you willing to be 
honest with yourself? Are you willing to let the Lord deal with 
your heart until you ARE CONDITIONED to “behold with 
unveiled face the glory of the Lord?” 

Jesus said “Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see 
God” (Matt. 5:8). Our “seeing” of God (comprehending 
His reality and truth) is in direct proportion to the “circum¬ 
cising” of our hearts. The GROSSNESS of our hearts has to 
be “cut away” lest it be fulfilled in us as it was in the Jews of 
Jesus’ day; “For this people’s heart is waxed gross. and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed” (Matt. 
13:15). God said to Moses who wanted to SEE the Lord: 
“Thou const not see My face: for there shall no man see Me, and 
live” (Ex. 33:20). What is true in this statement PHYSICALLY 
is also true SPIRITUALLY. We (the carnal self-life) CAN¬ 
NOT LIVE if we are to “see” God. The more we “see” of God, 
the more of our SELF LIFE has to DIE. 

There is no occasion of BOASTING when we realize that 
God has had to hide us in the cleft of the rock (JESUS) and 
has had to COVER US with His HAND OF MERCY, while He 
has passed by and we have ‘seen” but A LITTLE PORTION of 
His Being (Ex. 33:21-23). But the more we are willing to DIE 
(to self) the more of His Glory (light - truth) shall be revealed 
to us. Increasingly we shall “see” the “light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Cor. 4:6). 

What is presented herein is with the realization that as yet 
we “know in part” and “see through a glass darkly” (I Cor. 13:1- 
12). All of us are still walking in some error, but we should 
DESIRE above everything to KNOW THE TRUTH, for “The 
truth shall make you free” (Jn. 8:32). One truth which we must 
all be willing to confess is that found in I Corinthians 8:2: “If 
any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as 
he ought to know . ” In regard to many things that may be new 
to us we have to follow the example of Mary who “kept all 
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these things, and pondered them in her heart” (Lk. 2:19). 

I believe one more thought should be added. What about 
our heart-MOTIVES? Jesus said, 

“He who speaks from himself seeks his own honor: but he 
who seeks his sender’s honor js sincere and in him there is no 
deceit. ” 

John 7:18; Berkeley 

If we are seeking our own honor in one way or another 
then we can be sure that what we speak tends to come “from 
(out of) ourselves.” But if we have no ambition or desire but 
to seek the honor and glory of the One Who “sent” us, then 
out of a “sincere” heart will come that which is without “de¬ 
ceit” (falsehood). 

But WHO can honestly say that he knows his own heart 
perfectly, and that his motives are completely without any 
“taint” of self? We can only PPAY that God will keep us free 
from the beguiling influences of our own deceitful hearts, 
and from the corrupting desire to “please” others. None of us 
are immune from the “wiles” of the evil one in his attempt to 
inflate our ego and infuse us with the “spirit” of those at 
Babel: “Let us build a city and a tower.. .let us make a name (for 
ourselves)” (Gen. 11:4). 

If we want to keep hearing from God, and speak only 
that which He would have us speak, then IN US must be 
fulfilled the words of Isaiah 66:2: 

“1 will look favorably upon that man who u humble , feels 
crushed in spirit , and trembles at My word . ” 

(Berkeley) 
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Man’s Orbit-In-Violation 

T his is the day that iniquity will come to its full. 
This is the day when man’s vanity and pride will 
reach its full measure. The wickedness of man is 
great in the earth, and an overflowing scourge will wipe it 
away. The Lord has visited the earth in the past with visita¬ 
tions of judgment because man’s iniquity had reached the 
measure allowable in His wisdom and providence. He had to 
make an end, lest man’s iniquity would go so far as to endan¬ 
ger the very balance which He had placed in the Universe. 

There is a delicate balance in both the physical and moral 
spheres of existence, which is dependent upon numerous fac¬ 
tors that must be kept in constant surveillance. The Lord is 
constantly on duty seeing that each sphere in the physical 
universe is properly balanced and properly adjusted to all other 
spheres, so that one cannot endanger the other, and so that 
all work together in precision fashion to accomplish that which 
He has predetermined. He must keep constant watch over 
the universe to see that not one sphere begins to swerve in 
any way from the proper orbit in which He has placed it. For 
were its orbit to extend too far beyond what has been de¬ 
creed, it would not only endanger itself but also many other 
spheres, and the resultant chaos would be incalculable. There¬ 
fore He keeps a constant watch, that the proper orbits are 
maintained. 

A certain amount of variableness is allowed within each 
family of spheres, and from time to time adjustments have to 
be made. Thus Planet Earth has been allowed to veer slightly 
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in its orbit because of factors which are involved in its destiny. 
He will adjust the earth’s orbit slightly in the near future be¬ 
cause of the great changes that are to come upon it. The 
present orbit of the earth is a result of the manifestation of 
sin upon it. Many years ago, before the manifestation of sin, 
the earth was in a slightly different orbit than it is in now. 
For sin brought a factor-in-chaos upon the earth which had its 
effect upon the very earth itself. 

All creation is in travail because of man’s sin, and the very 
sphere upon which sin has manifested has been effected by 
that sin. The orbit of the earth at the present time repre¬ 
sents, in type, man’s orbit-in-violation which has been allowed; 
but just as the Lord cannot allow the earth’s orbit to deviate 
too far from its original course, even so He cannot allow man’s 
orbit-in-violation to extend beyond that which has been de¬ 
creed and determined as the bound of safety in light of that 
which He has purposed. For were He to allow man’s orbit-in- 
violation to extend too far, it would be very difficult to miti¬ 
gate the results, and the resultant chaos would be unredeem¬ 
able for many millenniums to come. 

We need to realize that man’s iniquity has almost reached 
the allowable degree to which it can go without intervention 
on the Lord’s part. Therefore, know for a surety that judg¬ 
ment is even now on its way. And man’s iniquity which has 
come to the full will soon be cut off, and that orbit-in-viola¬ 
tion which He has allowed will not be permitted to go any 
further. For a fierce wrath and indignation is soon to fall 
upon the earth, and all nations will drink of the wrath of 
God’s indignation. Sinners will be cut off, and iniquity will be 
put down in the day of the Lord’s wrath. 

The pride of man will not be permitted to continue to 
vaunt itself. Nor will the wickedness of man, which is great, 
go unnoticed until it has corrupted beyond that which the 
Lord has calculated for the safety of other spheres and for the 
purpose which He has determined. Even now all things are 
being made ready, and the heavenly hosts are preparing for 
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the day of retribution and judgment which is coming. Once 
again the Lord will visit the earth. Once more will He come 
down to confound the imaginations of the proud and put a 
stop to the-vain delusions of those blinded by the deceitful¬ 
ness of sin. The time is short, and the earth is heavy with its 
iniquity. It will reel to and fro in that day as its iniquity is 
judged and its wickedness comes to its full in the day of wrath 
andjudgment. 
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Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
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« Are you willing to be a ferment of righteousness in these last days? 
19 Throughout history, God has had a "remnant" people who have 
remained faithful to Him. Who comprises that remnant today? 

* Will you be able to overcome in the face of coming persecution? 

® Are you able to discern the signs of the times? 

* The Lord Jesus is coming to visit the earth - are you ready? 

Book 11 

* Who should respond to the call of the Lord? 

* Who is the Mighty Messenger who opens the iittle book? 

* Set in Battle Array - what battle? 

* What did Moses know which most Christians do not? 

* Rebuilding the Temple - where? how? 

Book 111 

* Ezekiel saw 4 Living Creatures - were they factual or symbolic? 

® Where are the faithful 'saints' of our day? 

* So many ministries today - who are the true shepherds? 

* Where is the Lord's 'Glory'? 

® Does God have a 'spiritual body' in operation today? 

® When will the harvest be reaped? 

® Who is the "man-child"? 

* The plagues of the Trumpets - what are they? 

Find the answers to these questions - and MORE! 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. ” 

II Timothy 2:15 


PREPARE YOURSELF TO 

Prepare the Way of the Lord! 




